
Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 11/16/2020 6:43:46 PM

Gaza Aftermath: Progress in Palestine or Zionist stalemate?
By Yuram Abdullah Weiler 
2014-09-06

“Today, the first issue of the world of Islam is the issue of Gaza. Perhaps, it can be said that this 
issue is the first issue of humanity.”
— Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revolution Grand Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Khamenei1

The 51-day terror tirade on Gaza executed by the Israeli entity has claimed over 2,100 lives, 
wounded over 10,000,2 left over 100,000 homeless3 and inflicted $4.4 billion in damage to 
infrastructure that may take up to $7.8 billion and 20 years to rebuild.4 After bombing Gaza with 
20,000 tons of explosives causing vast areas of massive destruction,5 Tel Aviv finally agreed to 
an indefinite cease fire brokered by Cairo on August 26, 2014.6 With both sides claiming 
victory,7 what, if anything, has been accomplished by this latest round of Zionist barbarism?

The announcement of a cease fire agreement in Gaza led to exuberant celebrations by residents 
and a declaration of victory by Hamas spokesman Sami Abu Zuhri. “We announce the victory 
today after achieving our goals,” he said, adding, “Netanyahu has failed to force Gaza to

o

surrender.” Another senior Hamas official, Izzat al-Risheq, pointed out that the Zionist forces 
“could not achieve any military success in 51 days of fighting aside from its war crimes on 
defenseless citizens, the majority of whom are women, elderly, and children.”9 Samah Sabawi, a 
Palestinian writer and policy adviser, wrote, “Hamas was able to establish deterrence, displaying 
an incredible level of resilience and strength, even when equipped with primitive weapons.”10

While the terms of the truce were not disclosed, Palestinians appear to have compelled the 
Zionist regime to agree to relax the 7-year long blockade, expand the fishing zone and reduce the 
size of the so-called security zones.11 Regarding the truce Sabawi stressed that Hamas “was able 
to force Israel to agree to ease the siege by allowing for the easier flow of goods, humanitarian
aid and reconstruction equipment, narrowing its security buffer zone to allow Palestinians more

12access to their farmland, and extending the fishing limit off Gaza’s coast to 9.6 km.”

Apparently not addressed in the truce were other demands presented by Palestinian negotiators to 
Egyptian mediators in Cairo, including the release of Palestinian parliament members, pre-Oslo 
Accords detainees and about 60 recently re-arrested prisoners freed in a 2011 exchange for 
captured Israeli occupation soldier Gilad Shalit. Also unaddressed were ensuring direct access to 
the world by rebuilding the Gaza airport and its seaport, however, the demands for freeing 
Palestinian prisoners, and the construction of an airport and seaport are included on the agenda 
for discussion in upcoming talks between Palestinian resistance factions and the Israeli entity.13

For his part, Zionist prime minister Netanyahu also declared victory. “Hamas was hit hard and it 
received not one of the demands it set forth for a cease-fire, not one,” he said.14 Right-wing 
hardliners however disagreed and bemoaned the “feebleness” of the recent Zionist aggression. 
“Despite the heavy price, we haven’t defeated Hamas,” insisted Danny Danon, Likud central 
committee chairman and member of the Knesset. “We needed a decisive victory to convey to 
the entire Middle East, including Hezbollah, ISIS and Iran, that you don’t mess with Israel.”15
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Having failed to achieve his goal to defeat Hamas, Netanyahu blamed threats posed by ISIL and 
Al-Qaeda as the reason for cutting short the crusade. “We fought for 50 days and we could have 
fought for 500 days,” he said with characteristic braggadocio, “But we are in a situation where 
the Islamic State is at the gates of Jordan, Al-Qaeda is in the Golan and Hezbollah is at the 
border with Lebanon.”16 Unconvinced, Zionist foreign minister Avigdor Lieberman replied, “So 
long as Hamas controls Gaza, Israeli citizens cannot be guaranteed security, and reaching a 
diplomatic arrangement is impossible.”17 No mention is made, of course, of the ongoing Zionist 
land grabs, housing demolitions, the apartheid wall and arbitrary detention of Palestinians, as 
being contributory factors to the impasse.

Yiftah Curiel, the Israeli embassy spokesman in London, concurring with Lieberman on who is 
to blame for the standoff, wrote that “Hamas today is the single greatest obstacle to the 
prosperity of Gaza, and in the longer run, to a peace agreement.”19 However, Nathan Thrall, a 
senior analyst at the International Crisis Group, disagreed over the cause of the recurrent conflict 
and wrote, “[T]he most immediate cause of this latest war has been ignored: Israel and much of 
the international community placed a prohibitive set of obstacles in the way of the Palestinian 
‘national consensus’ government that was formed in early June.” And it is precisely the threat 
of a Palestinian consensus government that prompted Netanyahu to find an excuse to launch 
another bloody campaign against Gaza.

Executive Director of the Israel Institute Ariel Ilan Roth implied that Hamas has emerged
victorious, and that the Gaza stalemate cannot be maintained, since, according to him, Hamas has
“shattered the necessary illusion for Israelis that a political stalemate with the Palestinians is
cost-free for Israel.” Additionally, the Zionist onslaught “has also raised the profile of the
Palestinian cause and reinforced the perception that the Palestinians are weak victims standing
against a powerful aggressor.” The latter, suggested Roth, may lead to increased pressure on the
Israeli entity “by politicians and certainly by social movements whose objective is to isolate
Israel politically and damage it through economic boycotts.” Oddly enough, Roth remarked that
the Iron Dome missile system acted as a strategic deficit, since it made covering news within the

21Israeli entity “boring for outside journalists.”

There are signs of tangible progress for Palestinians arising from the human tragedy of this latest 
Zionist-imposed war on Gaza. The United Nations has formed a commission to inquire into 
human rights violations and war crimes committed “with a view to avoiding and ending impunity 
and ensuring that those responsible are held accountable.” In addition, a group of senior 
British lawyers and law professors have written a letter urging the International Criminal Court 
in The Hague to launch an investigation into war crimes perpetrated in Gaza. The letter 
emphasized that the investigation “would bring about an end to the impunity which has prevailed

23in the region to date.”

Professor William Schabas, chair of the commission, explained that the findings of this panel, 
unlike the Goldstone inquiry, may yield a huge victory for Palestinians. “The big difference this 
time, compared to what the inquiry that was done five years ago about Operation Cast Lead, is 
that the International Criminal Court is sitting in the wings,” he explained. This means that if the 
commission finds evidence of war crimes, the information will be handed over to The Hague for 
prosecution,24 something the U.S., its European allies and the Israeli entity are already working
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feverishly to prevent due to the far-reaching implications, which would not only involve the 
Zionist regime’s crimes in Gaza, but also illegal settlement activity in the Occupied West Bank."'

After urging that humanitarian assistance be expedited to Gaza, Secretary of State John Kerry 
stated that the U.S. is ready to begin a “major reconstruction initiative, with appropriate 
measures in place to ensure that this is for the benefit of the civilian population in Gaza, not 
Hamas.” But as desperately as Washington and Tel Aviv wish otherwise, ignoring the 
resistance movement will not make it go away. “Hamas cannot be wished away, nor will it 
cooperate in its own demise,” former president Jimmy Carter27 stated, and postwar polls in 
Palestine show him to be correct.

Indeed, some 94 percent of Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza are satisfied with Hamas’ 
military performance in confronting Israeli occupation forces. Moreover, if an election were 
held in Palestine today, Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh would win with 61 percent of the vote 
while “President” Mahmoud Abbas would only receive 32 percent. More telling perhaps is that 
an overwhelming majority of Palestinians in the West Bank want to transfer “Hamas’ way” into 
their area. Clearly, with only 3 percent feeling that the Israeli entity “won,” the Zionist

28aggression has only served to unite Palestinians behind the Islamic Resistance Movement.

While Gaza remains the first issue in the world of Islam, and should be elevated to the first issue 
of humanity, Palestinians have emerged remarkably triumphant from this latest U.S.-backed 
confrontation with the only nuclear-armed power in the Middle East, and by uniting behind 
Hamas, they have broken the Zionist stalemate.

Endnotes

1 Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Khamenei, “Supreme Leader's Sermons at Eid ul-Fitr Prayers,” Center for Preserving and 
Publishing the Works of Grand Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Khamenei July 29, 2014, accessed September 5, 2014, 
http://english.khamenei.ir//index.php?option=com_content&task=\iew&id=1938&Itemid=4.
2 “Statistics: Victims of the Israeli Offensive on Gaza since 08 July 2014,” Palestinian Centre for Human Rights, 
August 27, 2014, accessed September 5, 2014,
http://www.pchrgaza.org/portal/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=10491:statistics-victims-of-
the-israeli-offensive-on-gaza-since-08-iulv-2014&catid=145:in-focus
3 “UNRWA research teams to begin work Sunday in Gaza,” Ma ’an News Agency, September 3, 2014, accessed 
September 5, 2014, http://www.maannews.net/eng/ViewDetails.aspx?ID=725250.
4 “Report: Rebuilding Gaza to cost $7.8 billion,” Ma ’an News Agency, September 5, 2014, accessed September 5, 
2014, http://www.maannews.net/eng/ViewDetails.aspx1 2 3 4 5 6 7 * 9 10ID=725551.
5 “Gaza bombed with 20,000 tons of explosives,” Minishy of the Interior, Palestinian National Authority, August 
22, 2014, accessed September 5, 2014, http://www.moi.gov.ps/En/Details.aspx?NID=68571.
6 Harriet Sherwood and Hazem Balousha, “Gaza ceasefire: Israel and Palestinians agree to halt weeks of fighting,” 
Guardian, August 26, 2014, accessed September 5, 2014, http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/aug/26/gaza- 
ceasefire-israel-palestimans-halt-fighting.
7 Tia Goldenberg and ibrahim Barzak, “Israeli premier, Hamas declare victory in Gaza war,” Associated Press, 
Yahoo News, August 27, 2014, accessed September 5, 2014, http://news.yahoo.com/gaza-cease-fire-holds-sides- 
weigh-gains-053826587.html.
s Harriet Sherwood and Hazem Balousha, ibid.
9 Roi Kais, “Gaza residents celebrate Hamas 'victory' over Israel,” Ynet News, August 26, 2014, accessed September 
5, 2014, http://www.vnetnews.eom/artides/0.7340.L-4564444.00.html.
10 Samah Sabawi, “Who won the war on Gaza?” Middle East Eye, August 27, 2014, accessed September 5, 2014, 
http: //mi ddleeasteve. net/ c olumns/who - won-war- gaza-1246509440.

Page 3 of 4

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 11/16/2020 6:43:46 PM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 11/16/2020 6:43:46 PM

11 “Netanyahu: Israel agreed Gaza trace to focus on IS, al-Qaeda,” Ma ’an News Agency, August 31, 2014, accessed 
September 5, 2014, http://www.maannews.net/eng/viewdetails.aspx?id=724408.
12 Samah Sabawi, ibid..
13 Dalia Hatuqa and Gregg Carlstrom, “Gaza trace diplomacy: The ever-changing mess,” Al Jazeera, August 3, 
2014, accessed September 5, 2014, http://www.aliazeera.com/news/middleeast/2014/08/gaza-trace-diplomacv-ever- 
changing-mess-2014831842836987.html
14 Tia Goldenberg and ibrahim Barzak, ibid.
15 Jonathan Lis, “Rightist coalition partners slam Netanyahu over Gaza trace deal,” Haaretz, August 28, 2014, 
accessed September 5, 2014, http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacv-defense/.premium-1.612830.
16 “Netanyahu: Israel agreed Gaza trace to focus on IS, al-Qaeda,” ibid.
17 Laura King and Batsheva Sobelman, “Gaza truce holds as Israelis debate what was won and lost,” Los Angeles 
Times, August 27, 2014, accessed September 5, 2014, http://www.latimes.com/world/middleeast/la-fg-israel-gaza- 
israel-truce-20140827-storv.html
18 “Human rights situation in Palestine and other occupied Arab territories,” UN Human Rights Council, 22nd 
Session, February 25 - March, 22 2013, 6-8,14, 16, 20-21, accessed September 6, 2014, 
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/RegularSession/Sessionl9/FFM/FFMSettlements.pdf.
19 Yiftah Curiel, “Hamas is the single biggest barrier to peace in Gaza,” Guardian, September 3, 2014, accessed 
September 5, 2014, http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2014/sep/03/hamas-biggest-bamer-peace-gaza- 
extremist-regime-palestinians-israelis.
20 Nathan Thrall, “How the West Chose War in Gaza,” New York Times, July 17, 2014, accessed September 5, 2014, 
http://www.nvtimes.com/2014/07/18/opinion/gaza-and-israel-the-road-to-war-paved-bv-the-west.html?_r=2.
21 Ariel Ilan Roth, “How Hamas Won,” Foreign Affairs, July 20, 2014, accessed September 4, 2014, 
http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/141647/ariel-ilan-roth/how-hamas-won.
22 “UN Rights Council appoints members of commission to investigate purported Gaza violations,” UN News 
Centre, August 11, 2014, accessed September 5, 2014, 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/storv.asp?NewsID=48459#.VAooeP15NqU.
23 Owen Bowcott, “International criminal court urged to investigate Gaza ’crimes',” Guardian, August 5, 2014, 
accessed September 5, 2014, http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/aug 05/international-criminal-court-urged- 
investigate-gaza-crimes.
24 Christiane Amanpour, “U.N. Gaza Inquiry Chairman: 'The International Criminal Court is sitting in the wings',” 
Amanpour Blog, CNN, September 4, 2014, accessed September 5, 2014,
http://amanpour.blogs.cnn.com/2014/09/04/u-n-gaza-inquirv-chairman-the-intemational-criminal-court-is-sitting-in-
the-wings/.
25 Julian Borger, “Hague court under western pressure not to open Gaza war crimes inquiry,” Guardian, August 17, 
2014, accessed September 5, 2014, http://www.theguardian.com/law/2014/aug/18/hague-court-western-pressure- 
gaza-inquirv.
26 “Statement on Today’s Ceasefire Agreement,” U.S. Department of State, August 26, 2014, accessed September 5, 
2014, http://translations.state.gOv/st/english/texttrans/2014/08/20140826307219.html#axzz3CUllX5vp.
27 Tony Karon, “As Gaza war winds down, who won the strategic contest?” AlJazeera, August 6, 2014, accessed 
September 5, 2014, http://america.aliazeera.com/articles/2014/8/6/as-gaza-war- 
windsdownwhowonthestrategiccontest.html.
28 “Special Gaza War Poll,” Palestinian Center for Policy and Survey Research, September 2, 2014, accessed 
September 6, 2014, http://www.pcpsr.org/en/special-gaza-war-poll.

Page 4 of 4

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 11/16/2020 6:43:46 PM


